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"Officers at WW hirchall 


TO THE 


Officers under Generall 


ANSWER 


Of Generall eMONCK and his 


Officers thereunto, Vherein with plainneſs and 
ſinceritie, they endeavour to ſet before them 
ä the Evil of Aung. 
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A Letter from the Officers at Whitehall, to the Officers 
2 Generall Monck in Scotland, 


>. ſent by Captain Deane, 
Deer Bre bren, and Fellow Seuldi:r1, | 
E moſt heanily wiſh Graze and Truthto be multiplied 
unto you, through the knowledg © of God, and of Jeſus 

vur Lord ; And alſo we defire the God and Father of 
CIO] | all Grace, to adde to your Faiths Vertue; and to Ver- 
de Knowledge; and to Knowledge Temperance ; and 
TAHSSNGS I co Teinperaace, Godlineſſe; and ro Godlinefle, 
'Brochetly-kitigneſle, & to brotherly kindnels Charity. 

Dear Brerhien, We cannot but be deeply a ffectedꝭt afflicted in our own 
ſpirits, to conſider of your diſſatisfaction with us upon miltaken grounds, 
Jou have known us theſe many years to be your fairhfull Brer hren, that 
durſt do nothing that is ſinfull; And we may affirm with pla inneſſe, ho- 
neſiy and Gmplicity of beart. we have done nothing in the late Revolutioa, 
but that which the Providence of the moſt wiſe God prepared to our 
hands & led us out unto, wichout ſo much as one half hours time to defign 
or teſolvt to take that courſe we were neceſſicaced unto; Since which moſt 
ol ſuch perſons that were not dear in the preleac and ſudden Action, have 
made their acknowledgement of their full fatisfaRion, and we aremuru- 
-wly reconciled, and they are received and tendeied by us as affeRionare 
Brechten: And for a more full Natt᷑ itive of the providential Grounds and 
graduall Steps char led us to that work, yet (withaking hearts)and as an 
Anſwer to your Queeries, Ggned in your Name by iam Clerk "Secre- 
taty . bearing date the 22+. inftant, Werefer jou to a Book, litituled, 
The Armies Plta, And alio,The Armies Declaration, relation there- 
unto being had. we hope will give you ſatis faction. | 

. Loving Brethren, What have we done. chat you are offended > We are 
not conſcĩous, that any thing'1s acted by us upon the publick Theater, bac 
that which we judge is acceptable to God: And what we have done hath 
proceeded from up ightneſſe of hearr,aod tor the glory of God, the good 
of his Intereſt, Cauſe and People in theſe Nations: Nothing leſſe then thele 
worthy ends could have cauſed us to adventure our Al that is dear to us 
for your and their ſakes ; And after ſuch a hazard, our Brethreo to look 
(hy upon us 7 ſuch, with whom ve u ve lived and con verſed together, 

I 


| prayed, ſought, and jeoparded out lives rogtcher "And wimeſſes gehe 
| tvs roy 3 


| 4) 
ef che glory of the moſt thyh God in the high places of the field; Yea, we, 
that AP s — Fai oo d. that none hitherto 
(through the grace of God co unite us) no to be at a diſtance with 
us, is the greateſt wougd/ co us, vn is uamprefilablciIf it had been from 
our Enemies, we could ha ve born it 5 Oh bet, they are che mounds of the 
houſe of our Friends, And allchis arifeog wuhout dealing brotherly wich 
us and vit hout ſo much os ſendingto know the -providentialt gtounde rhat 
led us to theſe Uadertakings; And hkewiſe your and ont unhappiccts herb 
been poſſibly by niifiaformations received by thoſe Who have totreſponded 
with the principal eccaſioners of this Breach. ; However v ae ceiflurest b 
you, we ſhall, we bope, carry Cbriſtianly and Broihedy 7 5 
and exerciſe our ſelves in the Doctrine of our Saviour . if exp be overt 
ina fault reſtore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of wackneſſe. knowing tſowe are 
ſubjebt to lhe temptarions,: And we ought ropu.y and pray tor one anc» 
ther, and forghye — even 45 God or oruccl ſaks hath forgrorn 
57 We hoperthe feac of God will guide you, ſo that you may do nothing 
to grieve Him and his little Flad gals commoner — 
and. at home, nor give them advantages to make a piey ot theie poet 
Nations: VVhat can you propound to your ſelves? It you are 
thiggs, So are ve If for a Free State 2nd Commonywaaith, Su ae 
weg Hag inſt a ſing le perſon, Strate vr; It for Retermatien, So ate wes 
If forgodl ine ſſe, and ihe nations to be exalted in Righteouiseſſe, Son 
erh dewedifferin the ſorm and way to it? Oh, dear friends iſ you 
(hould precipitately engage into a War, and ſhould Conquer your 
Brethren, Would not the'contequercebe a Conqueiſi over your telves, and 
all che gavd Neople ef the Land? And 12 are gone, cettaiuly (if you 
retain your old P anciples)you would not deſixe to he Jong afier them. 
Frecious Brethren We commend un:o you that place of &riptiuc, Joſp. 
1 145. We ſhall with our beaded knees impiore the Cod of Heaven, 
8d King of da ir ts: to guide you, and perſerade you, as holy Naah bd in 
another caſe, G. J. Gli ſhall por ſwado Japhet goumall mike vents af 
Shen. Hitally, Bretuen, farewell, Be of good comfort, Let #5 he of s 
mind live rm pence and the Godof love and peare ſhall be miri you undi: 
We remain | 4 F « 


Tour moſt affeftionate Brethren and Fellow- Souldiers. 


Dear Friends, We hope o hear: in your Anſwer to this, that all our dear Fricags 

n 1 in B cat Liberty. and that the Lord bath atis be d your beairs to 

' *#tquieſce in his pre ent Diſpeaſations, ſo as we may not each viherxo 
further Inconvenicncy. 


n dee 
1 Ran the Gen Obe, n Scotland, bo the 1e. 
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Dew B, Feten Souldiers fn the Lord, ons 
N the Name of out Lord Jeſus Chtiſt, Wereturo you our 
woll hearty wiſhes and prayers, That Grace, and Teuth, 
4v& enter para wes multi plied unto you: And that 
2 to your Faich, and your Vertue, and your Kaowledge,and 
. * Temperance, and your Godlineſſe, and your brocherly 
Kindneſſe, and your omen rp: be added, Patience, and Mcekneſſe, 
and Hucnilicy,and Self. deniall. Great are che thoughis of our heacts, for 
rhedivifions in Reuben, and we are (as you expreſſe it) affected 
and afflicted in our own ſpicits, when we conſider what cauſe we have to 
be diffarisfied with you, our dear Brethren ; you, with whom we have. li- 
yed and conyeried together 3 with whom we have prayed and faught, 
and rcoparded our liyes rogethers wich whom we bave taken ſweet 
Coal, nad walked are the Houle of God as Friends: But 
We cannot concedl from you that our Affection and A ffliction of ſpirit is 
much increaſed by che Letter you ſear us by Captain Deanemad by the 
Bookes you referred us to in that Letter. We had before ſome imall 
{ indeed our onely ) hopes that there might be ſome miſtake between 
us, but alas We cannot bat now thick I Hoce we find. you baye no 
mote'to ſay for your ſelyes ) that Our fears were but too true, and the 
Cauſes of our DifarisfaRicn at your preſent acting but too jult ; We 
ſhall deal wich you with that plainneſſe and freedome, and finceritie that 
becomerh Brethercn, for ſo we thinke it becomeih us, To fulfil all 
Krgbreomfmeſſe : And lo we think it Expedient both for you. and us, 
that We may the ſooner come to a right underſtanding one cf anott er. 
We could not be ſatisfied that there was any ſuch need of more 
Generall Officets (he firſt occaſion ofthis unhappy difference) as that the 
Parlament fhovld be preſſed to it fo uaſcaſonabiy and ſo juſt a jealouſie 
treated in them, that there was a Deſign to ſetup a Single Perſon(of which. 


| they had but fo late, and ſo fad cxperience/- ard we could not but think it 


fufficient forthe ſecurity of the good Inteteſt, that the Army was united 
under one head, the Patlia ment. : . 


(6) 

We were leſs ſatisfied, that after you declared your Satisfaction and 
Acquieſcence in the Votes of the Houſes you ſhould endeavour by a 
new way to wreſt the Power our of their owa hands, and to proſecute 

the ſame Deſigne; This making the Army a Corporation in a mahnet 
Independent from the Civill Power, and creating to it an Iateteſt, di- 
ſtinct from that of the Peoples, by whom hitherto have, and ſtill 
muſt live, and for whom they are by their Engageatents and duties 
bound to die: and that after you knew the Parliameat had ia effect di p- 
proved your Petition, you ſhould ill endea vqur to get more hands to it, 
which neither the Patliament, not we our ſelyes could look upon any other- 
wiſe then as a Deſiga to force the Fatliament to grant what they Had al 
ready in effect diſa pproved, if not to dot that which you ſay was done at 
leſs then half an houres warning. e 

But then that aſter the (ad experience of ſa many coafufions and toſſing, 
which theſe poor Nations had already felt by ſuch actings as theſe, after 
the unhappy (and ſince acknowledged uala wſull) r Intetruption of 
that (by your ſelves called) famous long Parliament, atierch fuſions 
and'DifiraRtions of that lutie one of your own, and net of the peoples 

chooſing ; after the occafion by them given to ſome of ſetting up, and 
the neceſſity impoſed on us of accepting a: Single Pet ſoa, contrary co our 
fo:mer Engagements, and to out Incerefts; after our late regewrd Dew 
ment, and our folemn and ſerious expreſſions of Repentance, That you 
ſhould ſo ſoon rerura to your former ſia, and for the apparent intetelſ of 
nine or ten Perſons (wh > how precious ſoever, yet cannot be worth the 
blood that may he (hed in this quariel, to put a new force upon the Par- 
liament, and to deſttoy all Lawtul Authoritie in the three Nations, and co 
put them ou: of hopes of ever having any for the futute, but hat ſhall be 
at your diſpoſals; and to do thele things in the Name of the whole Army, 
thereby uſurpiag a Power over your Brethren, to which you haye no rights 
and involving us in the ſame guilt wich yours ia the fame actings, againſt 
which weare bound to proteſt before God and Man: This 8 that. 
which lieth the ſoreſt upon our Spirits; T his is chat which wounds us 


deepeſt, | | wn : ö 
This is that which muſt of necefficy make the three Nations ſla ves to k 
the Army, The Armies of Scotland and [reland, Slaves to that of Eng- 


land, and that of England to nine of ten Perſons, and perhaps in ſhore 
time thofe nine or ten, to one fingle One: The beſt effect it can have, mult 
be that which you ſo much complain of in the Armies Plea, page 27. 
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That all | the pious and good people of this: Nation ſhall not en joy a 


— and quiet life in all Godlineis and Honeſty, but only ſome part 
of chem. | 3 a * 

We cannot but in the Name of the Lord tell you that cheſe Actiags 
make us ſtink in the noſtrils of che good people, and cauſe the Name of 
God to be evil ſpoken of,and his Enemies to tejoyce. 


And yet you lay. Behold,what we ba vs done ? and tell us in many, but 


very general terms, what good things you ate for: We likevviſe are for 
good things as y vell as you; Weare for 2 frer State and Commiionyyeali 
as vvell as you; We ate againſt a ſingle Perſon as vvell as you We ate 


Reformation as vvell as you We ate as vvell as you ſor Godlineſſe and 


the Nations to be exalted in Righteouſneſſe ; if fo be that you be indeed 
for theſe things vyhich you pretend, and that vve differ not in the end as 
vvell as inthe yyaytoit! - ö 

But hovycan'you be for good things, as long as you doe that yyhich is 
Evill? Hovycan you be for a Free · State and Common · vvealch, if for 
the Intereſt of nine or tenne Perſons you diſſolye Parliaments? To vvhat 
put poſe is it to be againſt a ſingle Perſon, if you be for nine or tenne; or 
tor Reformation, if you retum ſo ſoon to fi finnes ? Or, hovv can 


Godlineſſe ot Righceouſneſſe be exalted, by violent and unyyarrantable 


means? _ . "Is ; 

Bret hren, Our dayly prayer to God is, That vve may not be neceſſita · 
ted to a War vvith youʒbut if vve be, vve muſt tell you that vve doe not 
ptecipitate our ſel ves, or run raſhly ot incoofiderately into it; We 
have had time. ſadly and ſeriouſly to confider the vyhole Matter, and 
ve muſt deal plainly vvith you, and tell you. that vyhat you pretend, 
you had not halt an houts time to deliberate about, We haveexpeRed. 
from you ſome vvecks; We could not bit take notice that the occafion 
both of calling and Interruptiag this Parliament, yvas,the making of Ge» 
neral Officers. 2 CE 

Hovv little deſire vye ha ve of making a conqueſt over you, He knovvs 
vvho kaovvs hov v lictle joy vve ſhould take in it; If there yvere not ſome» 
thing in the Quartel that is dearer to us then our lives, vve ſhould never 
undertake it. | a 

And novy Brethren, as yet dear and precious in out eyes, vye beſeech 
you for the metcies of Jeſus Chrilt to lay theſe things to heart, and as vve 
have done vvich Joſþ-2. Verſe 14. 15 ſo toteſlect ſeriouſly upon Jaſh 
7-Verie 19 and once moretotake the ſhame to your ſelves, and to repent 

with 


* 
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p (8) - 
with 4 repentance vat to be ed of. . Conlider vwwhoſe hloud is to b 
ſhed oa boch fides,vyhat cauſtitis that lies at Rake, veho they ate that ate 
like toreap the benefit of our Contentions : Suffer not S. F of Intaruſt, 
nos deſite af chechigs of this vvorld, to intangle you again in the fame 


of yyhich you ha ve lo lacely eſcaped; Lay not up your trea ſute in 
youthiak good may come of iv. . ; | 


Finally, Breth:on, Maud fog tn thet Liberty wherein Chrift: bath made | 
frae, and be nat in wh ths Th Tie grate 
fan: Lond JeſarC — 2 122 5 


EDINBURGH, Your moltaffeRianme and 
Felloyy-Souldtrs.. 
_ POSTSCRIPT; 
Dur Bye bren, 5 — 
| intreat you not put fo hard a upon the neceſſary and ſhort reſtraint 
YE prove thts 275 RAE Pon 


Ponds; We ſtill own them and uſe them as | 


au pee ſexy nd wr manned debe, bat, yot hl key uns 
„ K is not our e rely Men 
— appered, whom we hope you will treat — 


| For the Right Honaurab'e the Lord Fcetwood; and 


| #I 
a rhe jeſt of the © Feers of that part of the am «t 4 | 
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